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The core 
curriculum

The compulsory offer

The option 
curriculum

Your choice of vocational and 
technical and GCSE courses

How is the curriculum structured in year 10 and 11?
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The Core Curriculum
Combined Science Vs Triple Science  - Misconceptions
● Triple and combined science cover all three sciences AND allow you to 

progress to any science A level.
● Combined science is NOT a lower level qualification. It’s a GCSE course
● Combined science gives two GCSEs and triple gives three GCSEs. 

Remember though, more doesn't mean better.
● The quality of teaching and range of learning experiences in combined 

science is just as high as in triple science
● Combined scientists go on to being doctors, vets, engineers…..
● If you opt to do triple science instead of combined science, this takes one of 

your four option choices.

The core 
curriculum.
Compulsory

English Language

English Literature

Maths

Combined Science 

Core PE (non-examined)
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The Option Curriculum
What should you base your decisions on?

1. Your choices should be broad and balanced
2. Choose a range of subjects, learning opportunities and assessment 

styles
3. Think about your possible pathway after year 11
4. Consider doing what you enjoy and what you feel will benefit your 

future 
5. Listen and think carefully
6. Your options are your decisions, your qualifications, your results…

○ Own your options. Once they’re made, they’re made. 
7. Choose wisely and choose once… it's your future
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Vocational and Technical qualifications (VTQs)

● Same degree of rigour and challenge as GCSEs
● Are key part of our curriculum across years 10 and 11 then through to 12 and 13
● Huge growth in uptake from 30 students to now over 300
● Ongoing ‘modular’ assessment structure rather than final examinations
● Range of assessment methods including practicals, coursework and projects
● Recognised by universities, apprenticeship providers, employers
● Well established grade equivalents to GCSEs
● Current offer for year 10 includes Enterprise & Business; Health and Social Care; 

Information Technology; Creative Media Production
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The ‘EBacc’ is NOT a qualification in it’s 
own right. It reflects a child’s choices in 
a specific group of subjects

EBacc is a group of GCSE subjects. 
● English language
● English literature
● Maths
● The Sciences

Combined Science OR 3 separate sciences from 
Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Computer Science

● Geography OR History
● A foreign language

The EBacc. It’s your choice

‘The EBacc’ is not a qualification

But it is a way of ensuring that your choices are 
broad and balanced

And still gives you 2 more choices

New government - curriculum review 
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Information to help you
Interim reports - 11th December

This is 
changing
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Bandings - Standard 9 (Stanine)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Stanines 4% 7% 12% 17% 20% 17% 12% 7% 4%
2024 results 3% 6% 13% 15% 21% 17% 11% 8% 6%
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Future GCSE potential
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Add options postcard here
Mike usually starts here
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Making your options choices

options@hccs.info

mailto:options@hccs.info
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Making your option choices
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