
7th June 2024

Welcome back to our Summer Term Lower 

School families!

We hope that you were able to enjoy some time together and enjoy some rest and relaxation over the half term break. 

Before the break and during Half Term 5, we completed our Learning Passports for Term 2, where students and 

families reflected upon what they have been most proud of and where they have faced challenges. 

We also raised awareness for World Mental Health Week 

and celebrated Teacher Appreciation Day. Here, many of 

our Lower School students spent time on one of the five 

ways of wellbeing: gratitude.  I know that many members of 

staff were moved by the kind words that your children had 

taken time to write for them.  

We also opened our field up to our students as the sun 

(sometimes) came out and our Year 7 students changed 

from always being on our lower (concrete) tennis courts to 

being able to use the grassed area behind our 3G pitch.  

In this final half term and due to the fact that our Year 11 students are now only coming into school for their exams, our 

Year 7 students can join the rest of the school on the main field.  They are also starting to get used to queuing with the 

other year groups and now have their lunch hour from 12:30 - 13:15, along with the rest of the school.

Key reminders have been given to all students regarding behaviours on the field during the summer term and we would 

appreciate your support in reminding of these key messages:

• Show kindness

• Use the rubbish bins provided

• Use break and lunch time to use the facilities including filling up water bottles

• If you choose to play football, play sensibly

• If a teacher uses their whistle, stop play and listen to staff instruction

• When the final whistle blows, start to make  your way towards your lessons so you are on time for lesson start

(when the bell sounds) 

• Support your peers and other members of the school community

Please remember to send your child(ren) into school with refillable water bottles as students are not allowed out of 

lessons for cups of water.  They need to be filling their water bottles at break and lunchtime.

This half term, we are looking forward to:

Monday 3rd June - Return to school

Monday 17th June - End of year assessments in English, Maths and Science (including Accelerated Reader 

STAR Reading assessments)

Wednesday 19th June - Staff INSET day. School closed. 

Thursday 27th June - Year 5 Open Evening.  School closed early.

Friday 28th June - Sports Day 

Wednesday 3rd July - Battle of The Bands 

Friday 5th July - Interim 3 published

Monday 8th July - Alternative Learning Week

Wednesday 17th July - Summer Concert

Friday 19th July - Last day of the school year 
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Transition Events 

We are looking forward to welcoming our new cohort of Year 7 

students to HCCS in September 2024. In preparation for their 

transition, there are a number of events taking place between now and 

the end of the school year. Further information about these events will 

be sent out in a letter to parents. Please see the dates below: 

Date Time Event

Thursday 20th and 

Friday 21st June

8:45am- 3:05pm Transition Days for 

all year 6 students

Wednesday 26th 

June 

6- 7pm Year 6 Parent 

Information 

Evening 

Thursday 27th 

June 

4- 6:30pm Year 5 Open 

Evening 

Outlines for Half Term 6 Studies for Year 7 & 8

Here at Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School we are very proud of our 

curriculum; our subject experts have designed a well sequenced, 

interesting and knowledge-rich curriculum for our students. 

More details are available on our school website under the ‘Curriculum 

and Learning’ tab. You will also find links to your child’s learning manager 

page where we are building up a bank of additional resources and 

information relevant to your child’s stage of learning.
Year 7

Click here

Year 8

Click here

Year 7 end of year test topic list

As we approach the end of the school year, we want to provide you with important information 

regarding the Year 7 end-of-year exams, which will take place during lessons in the week 

beginning the 17th of June.

The exams will cover the following content:

• Genes 1: This includes topics on reproduction and variation. For revision materials, 

please refer to BBC Bitesize: Reproduction and Variation.

• Waves 1: This includes topics on light and sound, reflections, colour, and eclipses. For 

revision materials, please refer to BBC Bitesize: Light, Sound, and More.

• Matter 2: This includes topics on elements, atoms, and the periodic table. For revision materials, please refer to 

BBC Bitesize: Elements, Atoms, and the Periodic Table and Additional Information.

We encourage all students to make use of these resources and previous work in lessons to help with their revision. 

Should you have any questions or need further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_75742c34cf5c4f0e85e107c58e03ff71.pdf
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_644c7fa6371c4c3c80bdf62ce5e329fb.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zybbkqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zw982hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zstp34j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zv9nhcw/articles/zf4pp4j
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Year 8 end of year test topic list

As we approach the end of the school year, we want to provide you with important information 

regarding the Year 8 end-of-year exams, which will take place during lessons in the week 

beginning the 17th of June.

The exams will cover the following content:

• Forces 2: This includes topics on forces, Hooke's Law, and moments. For revision 

materials, please refer to BBC Bitesize: Forces and Hooke's Law and Moments.

• Reactions 2: This includes topics on chemical reactions, word equations, and 

combustion. For revision materials, please refer to BBC Bitesize: Chemical Reactions 

and Combustion.

• Organisms 2: This includes topics on breathing and digestion. For revision materials, please refer to BBC Bitesize: 

Breathing, Digestion, and Additional Information.

We encourage all students to make use of these resources and previous work in lessons to help with their revision. 

Should you have any questions or need further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE NEWS
Cheshire Schools’ Book Awards Art Competition 2024

Each year, the Cheshire Education Library Service runs an Art Competition as 

part of their Cheshire Schools’ Book Award. Students throughout the 25 

participating Secondary Schools are invited to create an alternate front cover 

for one of their shortlisted titles. 

We had fantastic news this year, as one of our students was announced at the 

final event on Wednesday 15th May 2024. 

Congratulations to our Year 9 student, Lilly A, for her fantastic alternative 

cover for Christine Pillainayagam’s, Ellie Pillai is Brown. 

I think you will agree that this is an incredible piece of artwork - Well done Lilly!

Cheshire Schools’ Book Award 2024

On Wednesday evening, we were lucky enough to take a number of 

students for our annual trip to the Cheshire Schools’ Book Award Final. 

This year pupils were treated to not 1, not 2 but 6 attending authors! SF 

Said, Josh Silver, A Connors, Sarah Hagger-Holt, T.A Fisher and 

S.J.Willis presented to students, talking about their writing journeys, 

shortlisted titles and took part in a Q and A session for pupils. 

Younger Age 

Category
Older Age 

Category

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zhnfp4j#zhdj8hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zv4jdp3#:~:text=The%20spring%20extended%205%20mm,doubles.%20to%20the%20force%20added
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zypsgk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvrrd2p/articles/zk9t6g8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvrrd2p/articles/zm3xh39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zr84g7h#zmqvg7h
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Empathy Day Book Recommendations

Thursday 6th June was Empathy Day, a day 

when children are encouraged to learn about 

empathy through books and stories.

Empathy Day inspires students to learn more 

about empathy, have transformational 

experiences through stories, and to put 

empathy into action!

HCCS Read for Good Readathon

29th April – 14th June 2024 

1 week left to go!!

During our final school term, we have over 200 students 

who are taking part in the Read for Good Readathon.

Read for Good is a registered charity that started as 

Readathon in 1984, by asking students to read whatever 

they wanted in their spare time, and getting their friends 

and family to sponsor them to raise money for seriously 

ill children in hospital.

Readathon continues to support reading for pleasure in 

schools and now raises money for Read for Good’s 

Hospital Programme, which provides books and a 

storyteller for children in the 30 major children’s hospitals 

across the UK. 

If you would like to support our students with their 

fantastic reading efforts, and help

to raise money to provide books and stories for children 

in hospital, you can donate

to the Readathon here:

www.readathon.org/sponsor. 

The money raised will benefit children local to our 

communities. 

You can find more information about Read for Good via 

their website:

https://readforgood.org/

http://www.readathon.org/sponsor
https://readforgood.org/
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Lost Property In PE

We have an abundance of PE kit at present. If 

you have lost a PE kit of any kind please 

come down to the PE dept and check our lost 

property. We have many JD sports bags, 

trainers etc.

Calling All Coaches

If you are qualified in FB, Rugby, Trampolining, Cheerleading, or 

Boxing and you are able to support our extra curricular provision 

in September of this year, please get in touch. We are looking to 

expand the current provision but need coaches or contacts to help 

us achieve this. Payment will be in line with relevant qualifications 

and experience. 

Please contact Mr Thomas in the PE dept. 

michael.thomas@hccs.info

HCCS Jambo Kenya Expedition – Summer 2025

40 Students will be packing their bags and heading to Kenya for a life 

changing expedition in summer 2025. 

Fundraising for their trip is well under way with thousands of pounds 

having been raised already! 

Students have been working really hard to fund their expedition in a 

variety of ways, from securing sponsorships from local businesses, bag 

packing at Morrisons and selling items on eBay. Students have made 

sweetie cones and beautiful baby blankets to sell, or have run car boot 

sales, raffles and tombolas. Some are working for their plane ticket 

through Saturday jobs, gardening, babysitting, and you may have spotted 

car washes in the local area. 

With the Holmes Chapel village fair on the horizon, keep a look out for 

further fundraising stalls, including homemade dog biscuit stands and 

sweetie stalls. 

YouTube Stars, Chris MD and Ollie, will also be taking part in a 

fundraising event on 21st July on HCCS’s 3G pitch, more info to follow. 

Well done to all those students taking part – keep up the hard work!

Join us in celebrating National School Sports 

Week! 

We have some exciting activities planned for the 

week. England Netballers Laura Malcolm and 

Taylor McKevitt will be delivering assemblies and 

workshops. In PE lessons we will be basing our 

lessons on the Euro 2024 and Paris Olympics. 

Staff have been invited to play rounders and 

netball. 

We look forward to a week of celebrating the joys of 

Sport. 
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A fantastic achievement for Emily H

The May Bank Holiday weekend saw Emily H, Year 8, travel to Hickstead, Surrey, to 

the All England Jumping Arena for the National Schools Equestrian Association, 

National Championships.

After winning two County Championships earlier in the season, Emily went forward to 

represent Cheshire schools in two Show Jumping classes. Emily also qualified in a 

third class representing HCCS in the Eventers Challenge which is a mixture of show 

jumps and cross country jumps.

Emily rode 3 wonderful double clear rounds over the 3 days. The highlight of the 

weekend was Emily being awarded the Reserve National Champion in the 80cm Show 

Jumping representing Cheshire Schools. Emily also took 5th place in the 70 cm 

category. We are so proud of Emily not only representing HCCS but also Cheshire 

Schools at this national level on her home produced pony Tiggy Wig.

Girls Football Success

A Big Well done to our Girls Football Team for winning the South Cheshire Cup after an amazing display of teamwork 

and composure against a talented Sandbach team. 
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